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well treated by the conquerors. The famous edict
of the Emperor Caracalla, which extended the
citizenship of Rome to every inhabitant of the
Empire, placed the " barbarian" on an equal foot-
ing with the true-born Roman in the eye of the
law, and reconciled him to the loss of his inde-
pendence. Commerce and agriculture flourished,
new mines were opened, new towns rose with the
rapidity of a western city in America. Palaces,
roads, baths, all the usual appendages of Roman
life, sprang into existence. Dacia merited the epi-
thet of " blessed," which was ascribed to her on
Roman medals ; all over Roumania the indelible
marks of the Roman occupation can be seen at
this day. The Roman monuments in the academy
at Bucharest show what a hold Latin civilisation
had gained on the country during the 168 years
of the Roman occupation. The national religion,
which might have been a dangerous obstacle to
the progress of Roman ideas, became merged in
the elastic creed of the conquerors. The mysterious
grotto of Zalmoxis was closed ; the solemn banquets
of his worshippers ceased; and Jupiter took the
place of the Dacian deity in the religious life of
the people. All over Dacia the language of the
Romans was spoken before a generation had elapsed.
It was not the Latin of Cicero or Tacitus, but the
homely idiom of the populace and the peasantry,
modified by an admixture of Dacian words. Much
as in Gaul the Celtic idiom disappeared before the
Latin, so in Roumania the conquerors introduced
their own speech. A mediaeval Pope fourteen hun-